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Raccoon River Watershed Expert Panel
by Jeff  Wendel, CGCS, Executive/Communications Director, Iowa Turfgrass Offi ce

In mid September, Tom Buman of  Agren 
in Carroll invited me to participate in the 
Raccoon River Watershed Expert Panel. 
The charge to Agren was to evaluate 
and develop Best Management Practices 
(BMP’s) for the Raccoon River Watershed 
based on promise to restore & maintain an 

environmentally and economically stable watershed.

Agren adopted an ‘expert driven participatory approach’ 
to addressing the problems of  the Raccoon River Water-
shed. A panel convened in June to evaluate the agricul-
tural component of  the water quality issue. That effort 
concluded that for the Raccoon River Watershed, 95% 
of  inputs over the 3,652 square miles of  watershed were 
attributable to agriculture. 

The October panel was charged with determining the 
‘Top 10’ components of  the other non-ag 5% of  the pol-
lutant inputs. We convened on October 18th at Walnut 
Woods in West Des Moines.

Participants included people from Iowa DNR, the Rac-
coon River Watershed Association, cities, counties and 
municipal utilities, IDALS and Des Moines Waterworks. 
After introductions & presenting information about our 
respective interests the panel selected the ‘Top 10’ non-ag 
challenges to the Raccoon River Watershed. The fi nal 

report is not yet released but the panel did NOT choose 
lawn chemicals/fertilizer as one of  the ‘Top 10.’ 

This is obviously great news for our industry, but we need 
to remain committed to water quality and make sure that 
BMP’s for lawns and turfgrasses become part of  our pub-
lic education effort. The following best practices are very 
important:

• Clean up fertilizers from hard surfaces; sidewalks, 
driveways, etc. 

• Keep leaves and lawn clippings out of  the street and 
away from storm drains

• Slow down water to allow infi ltration into soil
• Spread the message that grasses hold nutrients in 

place

It is also important to make certain that people know 
most nutrient movement from lawns and turf  areas hap-
pens in winter when ground is frozen. Consequently, ap-
plications of  fertilizer should NEVER be made to frozen 
ground.

The complete report is due for release in June of  2011, 
look for an update next summer. A draft of  the Ag sector 
report is available at: 
http://www.agren-inc.com/raccoon/audio/Binder%20
Ag%20EP%20Final%20Report.pdf

7th Annual Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show
January 18-20, 2011

Polk County Convention Complex - Des Moines, IA
Sponsored by ITI, Iowa GCSA, ISTMA, IPLCA

http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/iticonference.htm

http://www.agren-inc.com/raccoon/audio/Binder%20
http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/iticonference.htm
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The Iowa Turfgrass Offi ce Staff

2010 Board of Directors
IPLCA President
GEOFF PROFFITT, Southeast Director
Hedge Above LLC
27726 95th Street, Crawfordsville, IA 52621
(P) 319-658-2119
glpro@louisacomm.net

IPLCA Vice President
BEN HAWCOTT, North Central Director
Hawcott Lawn Service
PO Box 37, Nevada, IA 50201
(P) 515-290-8551

IPLCA Treasurer
TERRY GRIFFITH, NE Director
Agrium Advanced Technologies
2142 210th Street, Manchester, IA 52057
(P) 563-927-2151  (F) 563-927-3424
tgriffi th@agriumat.com

CHRIS JENSEN, South Central Director
A+ Lawn & Landscape
6990 NE 14th Street, Ankeny, IA 50021
(P) 515-289-2020  (F) 515-289-2255
radarj@apluslawn.com

JOHN HOLLEN, Southwest Director
All American Turf  Beauty
PO Box 51, Red Oak, IA 51566
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All American Turf  Beauty
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BILL FELDMANN, At-Large Director
Feldmann’s Yard N’ Garden
404 N. Huber Street, Anamosa, IA 52205
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feldmannyng@msn.com

PAUL NEREM, Northwest Director
Cardinal Lawn & Sports Turf
123 Maple Street, Fenton, IA 50539
(P) 515-924-3266  (F) 515-924-3381
p.Nerem@yahoo.com

BRIAN HEATER, At-Large Director
Heater Lawn Care, Inc.
PO Box 385, Grinnell, IA 50012
(P) 641-236-1439
heaterlc@pcpartner.net

KEVIN PFEIFLE, At-Large Director
Turf-Pro Lawn Care
33 Dunnugan Court
Iowa City, IA 52240
(P) 319-325-8828
kpfeifl e@mchsi.com

 2

2011 Electronic On the Grow
by Terry Griffi th, Agrium Advanced Technologies

We are nearing the end of  2010, and one of  the big changes we made with the 
IPLCA this year was to send out our bi-monthly newsletter in a paperless email 
format. We were able to substantially reduce the newsletter costs and include 
4-color graphics that really added to the articles. In this world of  paperless docu-
ments, this email format can be neatly fi led in our computers and easily recalled 
with the click of  a mouse.

The last newsletter sent out in October featured an article from Dr. Minner dis-
cussing the tremendous summer stresses that caused most turfgrass in Iowa to be 
negatively affected. In the email format this article can be easily sent to custom-
ers that have asked what went wrong with my lawn this year. 

On the Grow can be a useful tool in communicating to clients as well as an edu-
cational device. Printing the newsletter out and leaving on tables in your employ-
ee break rooms or pinning on the break room bulletin board can provide 
information for your employees to help them keep up on the current turfgrass 
pests and challenges. 

We would like to know what you think about the electronic On the Grow. Please 
email me at tgriffi th@agriumat.com with your inputs.  We welcome Ideas to 
make it better and would love to have input from our members.    

On the Grow Newsletter Editor 
Nicol Jones 

welcomed the arrival of  her
fi rst daughter

November 19, 2010

Gianna Brielle Jones
Born 2:43 am

7 lbs, 11.5 ounces
20.5 inches

mailto:jeff@iowaturfgrass.org
mailto:nicol@iowaturfgrass.org
mailto:glpro@louisacomm.net
mailto:th@agriumat.com
mailto:radarj@apluslawn.com
mailto:jrh@mchsi.com
mailto:kevin.johnson@allamericanturf.com
mailto:feldmannyng@msn.com
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mailto:heaterlc@pcpartner.net
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2nd Annual Lawn Care Summit Draws Over 200 Attendees
Reprinted from PLANET, http://www.landcarenetwork.org
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More than 200 attendees recently gathered in Atlanta, 
Georgia, for the second annual Lawn Care Summit. This 
national lawn care forum was jointly hosted by the Pro-
fessional Landcare Network (PLANET) and the National 
Pest Management Association (NPMA).

Dual educational tracks covered both technical and 
management topics of  interest, such as how to plan your 
company’s marketing from infancy to maturity, employ-
ment issues, weed management programs for lawns, the 
future of  turfgrass in the landscape, and debugging the 
myths, to name just a few.

The opening session, “Lawn Care Lessons to Share” was 
led by a panel of  lawn care experts who spoke about sev-
eral of  their most valued business and life lessons. They 
shared what they have discovered as “best practices” 
when it comes to hiring, training, marketing, manage-
ment, motivation, customer retention, and business 
development, as well as mistakes they have made and the 
important lessons that resulted.

Evening receptions and daytime gatherings provided 
ample time for peer networking and the opportunity to 

learn about products and services available to the lawn 
care industry. Networking Lounges, where products and 
services were showcased, were sponsored by Agrium 
Advanced Technologies, Dow AgroSciences, DuPont 
Professional Products, EverGreen Software by Marathon 
Data Systems, Holganix, Quali-Pro®, Real Green Sys-
tems, and Spring Valley.

“This was a great opportunity to network with colleagues 
out of  my service area. Despite my 30 plus years in the 
business, I have learned something new that I have imple-
mented in my business in both years attending the Lawn 
Care Summit, both agronomic and business-wise,” says 
attendee Mark Schlossberg, Landscape Industry Certifi ed 
Manager, of  Pro-Lawn-Plus, Inc., Baltimore, Maryland. 
“All lawn care and pest control operators should make it a 
priority to attend the Summit in 2011.”

PLANET is the association of  members who create and 
maintain the QUALITY OF LIFE in communities across 
America. With nearly 3,500 member companies and affi li-
ates, these fi rms and their employees represent more than 
100,000 green industry professionals. 

http://www.landcarenetwork.org
http://www.AgriumAT.com
http://www.AgriumAT.com
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Legislative Update: 2011 Session Will Have Some Changes
by Mona Bond, Executive Director, Iowa Alliance of  Environmental Concerns

It is anticipated that the 2011 session will see many 
changes. Issues that will see debated include social issues 
(gay rights – abortion), tax issues (property), reduced gov-
ernment spending and economic development opportuni-
ties to help create more jobs in Iowa. 

What I don’t expect to see are many anti-business bills 
and or overzealous environmental legislation. With 29 
new legislators and a large number of  new people in the 
Iowa House, there are many agendas that must come 
together and Rep. Paulsen will be crafting an agenda that 
will help to move the economy forward.  

I have not heard of  any negative legislation with regards 
to the turfgrass industry. I will be sending letters to all leg-
islators welcoming them to the Iowa Legislature and en-
couraging them to contact you at your business. Likewise 
I would strongly encourage you to contact your newly 
elected legislators and offer your expertise in the event 
that an issues comes before them related to our industry.  

One fi nal note:  Doug Struyk has been appointed as 
Chief  of  Staff  for Secretary of  State Matt Schultz.  He 
will be working daily at the statehouse and has graciously 
consented to advise me on issues related to our industry.  
That will be a good thing for IaAEC. 

Please contact me if  you have any questions or concerns 
and have a good holiday season.  

Iowa retains US Senate and Congressional Leaders – 
Iowa Legislature Changes!
Iowan’s voted to retain the current slate of  congressmen 
and Senator Chuck Grassley while making many changes 
in state legislative races.  

With the 2011 session on the drawing board, many 
changes will occur with 29 new state legislators being 
elected in addition to a new Governor and Secretary of  
State. Republicans now control the Iowa House 60-40 
and the Democrats retained control of  the Iowa Senate 
26-24.  

Governor Terry Branstad won a fi fth term, defeating in-
cumbent Governor Chet Culver (52.9% - 43%). A special 
election will be January 4 to fi ll Senator Kim Reynolds 
Senate seat (48).
            
Republicans gained control of  the Iowa House with 60 
seats, defeating 13 Democratic incumbents (Bailey, Beard, 
Kelley, Ficken, Schueller, Zirkelbach, Don Olson, Huser, 

Palmer, Reichert, Marak, Reasoner & Shomshor) and 
picking up four open seats previously held by Democrats 
(1-Whitead, 8- Mertz, 14-Kuhn and 84-Gayman).
            
Only two House races were won by less than 100 votes 
(Rep. Wenthe by a 28 vote margin and Chip Baltimore, 
over Rep. Don Olson, by 28 votes).
            
Democrats picked up one seat previously held by Repub-
licans (51-Roberts).
            
In the Senate, 5 Democratic incumbents lost (Olive, 
Heckroth, Schmitz, Appel, and Kreiman. Senator Krei-
man lost by 13 votes, and so the vote may be subject to 
a recount.) Republicans also picked up one open seat 
previously held by a Democrat (1-Warnstadt). No Repub-
lican incumbents lost in the general election, but Senator 
Hartsuch lost in the primary. Republicans held the seat.

Secretary Bill Northey was re-elected for a second 
term and released the following statement outlining 
his priorities for his second, four-year term in offi ce:

Northey said he’ll continue to work hard on priori-
ties outlined during his fi rst campaign, including taking 
advantage of  opportunities available through renewable 
energy, the need to promote conservation and steward-
ship both in town and on the farm, and his commitment 
to helping share the story of  Iowa agriculture.

He also outlined three new priorities for his second term:

• Providing a strong voice for farmers and Iowa agri-
culture and helping defend agriculture from activist 
groups that oppose modern agriculture.

• Using science and new technologies to respond to 
environmental challenges, rather than heavy-handed 
government regulation.

• Continuing to provide effi cient, effective and 
transparent leadership to the Iowa Department of  
Agriculture and Land Stewardship. For example, the 
department’s budget has been put online so taxpayers 
can know where their money is going. 

“The Iowa Department of  Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship’s budget has been cut 23% over the last 2 years, 
and that means we need to continue to do things smarter 
and more effi ciently,” Northey said. “Individuals, families 
and private businesses have been cutting back and doing 

- “Legislative Update” continued on page 8
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Iowa Turfgrass Offi ce Update
by Jeff  Wendel, CGCS, Executive/Communications Director, Iowa Turfgrass Offi ce

Avectra Launch – New software for 
IPLCA 
Iowa Turfgrass Institute, in concert with 
IPLCA and the other affi liates, pur-
chased a new software package midsum-
mer. The product is called Net Forum 
and will replace our current MS Access 

database as the data source for Iowa Turfgrass In-
stitute and the affi liates. Some of  the advantages of  
this type of  software solution are:

• Members can manage their own contact info – 
address, contact and employment information

• Members will set their own password
• Members will have access to an online member-

ship directory, available to members only

The greatest advantage is that with NetForum our 
database will benefi t from the collective ‘brain’ of  all 
our members.  

Net Forum will give us a number of  new capabilities, 
and will improve a number of  existing programs and 
processes:

• Sign up and pay for dues, meetings and merchan-
dise online through a secure payment gateway

• Check the status of  your membership anytime
• Find other members by name, city or other pa-

rameters such as phone number or member type

• Improve the Quicknotes and electronic newslet-
ter system

• Allow online events marketing and sponsorship
• Allow ‘members only’ restrictions to specifi c 

web pages and information

Growing Pains
Launching the new NetForum software will be a lit-
tle bit like a grow-in. Most of  the summer was spent 
entering data and setting up the software. When the 
live launch occurs, you will get a welcome message 
that asks you to login to your account, set up a new 
password and update your personal info. At that 
point you will have access to all the functionality we 
have working at that time. The grow-in part comes 
when your feedback helps us to ‘fi ne-tune’ the appli-
cation and ‘fi ll-in’ the bare spots that show up when 
we start using the application and its modules.

We ask your patience as we get everything up and 
working. Please just let us know if  there are prob-
lems and inconsistencies and we will work to resolve 
them. It could take some time to get this working 
perfectly, but we believe the end result will save 
signifi cant time and expense, make your membership 
more valuable and improve communication.

Watch your email for the upcoming announcement. 
Please call me anytime with your comments, 
suggestions and ideas. 

1-(800) 443-8497
Cell: (563) 370-2515
Fax: (309) 792-8313

1601 1st Ave.
Silvis, IL  61282

dklindt@goldstarfs.com

DAN KLINDT
Turf Specialist

Seed
Fertilizer

Chemicals
Ice Melters

mailto:dklindt@goldstarfs.com
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Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show
January 19-21, 2011

Polk County Convention Complex
Below is all pertinent information on the Iowa Turfgrass Conference sessions related to Lawn Care & Landscape. 
Visit www.iowaturfgrass.org/iticonference.htm for complete details.  
 
Lawn Care Workshop 

Time Topic Speaker

8:30 Training the Next Generation of Lawn Care Operators Troy McQuillen, Kirkwood
CC

9:15 Selecting Cool Season Grasses – NTEP Update Dave Minner, PhD, ISU

10:00 Break

10:15 Irrigation Audits Marcus Jones, ISU

11:00 The Toughest Weeds in Turf Jeremy Buhl, CCA,
PBI/Gordon

11:45 Lunch

12:45 “Working Safe” – and OSHA Compliance Ken Arp, Iowa OSHA
Consultation

1:30 Climate Change in Iowa: Implications for Lawn Care Gene Takle, PhD, CCM, ISU

2:15 Break

2:30 Moles Neric Smith, Indian Hills CC

3:15 IPLCA Annual Meeting IPLCA Board

4:00 Trade Show Opens

 
Landscape Workshop 

Time Topic Speaker

8:30 am Compost Materials for Iowa Turf & Landscapes Kapil Aurora

9:15 The Green Roof Jennifer Bousselot, PhD,
Iowa State University

10:00 Break

10:15 Flood Problems: Ornamentals for Saturated Sites Paul Saladin, PhD,
Kirkwood CC

11:45 Lunch

12:45 Garden Thugs Cindy Haynes, PhD, Iowa
State University

1:30 Ornamental Grasses Richard Jauron, Iowa State
University

2:15 Break

2:30 The Latest in Computer Application for Designing & Representing
Landscapes

Mike Reinert, PhD, ISU

3:15 Diagnosing Tree Problems Dr. Jeff Iles, PhD, ISU

4:00 Trade Show Opens

 
The Headquarters Hotel for the 2011 event is the Downtown Des Moines Marriott. All the Tuesday Workshops will be held 
in the Marriott. You can call (515) 245-5500 or 800-514-4681 to make your reservation. Make certain to mention you are 
booking your room for the Iowa Turfgrass Conference when making your room reservation. You can also book online, visit: 
www.iowaturfgrass.org/iticonference.htm and click on the Marriott Hotel link. 
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Pace Supply 
TURF & LANDSCAPE 

1-800-396-7917
www.pacesupplyia.com 

pacesupply@southslope.net

Protect your trees against Emerald Ash 
Borers with leading edge technology. 

Injections protect against pest & fungal attacks 

Thousands of 
 ash trees  

 have been saved 
 since 2001. 

Endorsed by
 Arborists  

& numerous   
Universities across the 

U.S.

®

5225 NW Beaver Drive
Johnston, IA 50131
www.turfwerks.com

Progressive’s three point hitch roller mowers employ the same 
deck design as the Tri-Deck Roller mowers. These mowers can be 
used for maintenance mowing, municipal grounds, estates, sports 
fields and many other lawn and turf applications where a quality 
cut is desired.
The mowers cut as low as 1/2” and provide an even cut without 
scalping. Like all Progressive products, the mowers are a heavy 

duty design for superior 
strength and durability. 
The SDR mowers are 
available in 65” and 90” 
cutting widths, and can 
be either rear or front 
mounted.

SDR Mowers

Josh Shull 515-577-5642
Mitch Stewart 515-240-8874
Rich Vining 605-201-2971

877-544-8102

Gallo to Deliver Keynote at 2011 PLANET Executive Forum
Reprinted from PLANET, http://www.landcarenetwork.org
Green industry business owners and managers are encour-
aged to attend the 2011 Professional Landcare Network 
(PLANET) Executive Forum and Leadership Meeting, 
scheduled for February 16–20 at The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia 
Island, Amelia Island, Florida. Innovation & Technology 
will be the theme woven throughout the various educa-
tional opportunities, and business leaders will also have 
the opportunity to be involved in shaping the agenda for 
the immediate as well as long-term goals of  the associa-
tion. PLANET thanks the event’s sponsors, particularly 
Platinum Sponsor Caterpillar Inc., Gold Sponsor Vermeer, 
and Silver Sponsor JOHN DEERE, for making this all 
possible. Be sure to register by the early-bird deadline, 
January 19, 2011, to save!

In an engaging multimedia presentation, The Innovation 
Secrets of  Steve Jobs: Insanely Different Principles for 
Breakthrough Success, keynote speaker Carmine Gallo 
will share about the effective communication skills he has 
learned directly from the men and women who run such 
admired companies as Google, Starbucks, Cisco, The Ritz-
Carlton, and many other global brands. Gallo, a communi-
cations coach, columnist, and author of  several books, will 
share exciting new ways to unlock your creative potential 

and to foster an environment that encourages innova-
tion and allows it to fl ourish. Attendees will learn how 
to match — and beat — the most powerful competitors, 
develop the most revolutionary products, attract the most 
loyal customers, and thrive in the most challenging times.

For more details about the 2011 Executive Forum and 
Leadership Meeting, go online to Events/Education 
section of  LandcareNetwork.org, check out the event 
brochure, e-mail Joan Haller, or call the PLANET offi ce 
at (800) 395-2522. For hotel reservations, either call The 
Ritz-Carlton at (904) 277-1100 and ask for the PLANET 
rate of  $229 or visit ritzcarlton.com,select Amelia Island 
as the location, and use the group block code of  PLN-
PLNA to receive the group rate.

PLANET is the association of  members who create and 
maintain the QUALITY OF LIFE in communities across 
America. With nearly 3,500 member companies and af-
fi liates, these fi rms and their employees represent more 
than 100,000 green industry professionals. Some of  these 
professionals have taken the extra step of  becoming certi-
fi ed through PLANET and bear the distinction of  being 
known as Landscape Industry Certifi ed.

http://www.landcarenetwork.org
http://www.pacesupplyia.com
mailto:pacesupply@southslope.net
http://www.turfwerks.com
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When it comes to course appearance, there is no trophy for second place. That’s why we 
developed new Reserve™ Fungicide. Reserve delivers superior, broad-spectrum disease control 
without turf thinning that other fungicides can cause. To learn more, contact the representative  
above or go to www.BackedbyBayer.com/Reserve.

Bayer Environmental Science, a business group of Bayer CropScience L.P., 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. 1-800-331-2867.
www.BackedbyBayer.com. Reserve is a trademark of Bayer. Not all products are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions 
carefully. ©2009 Bayer CropScience LP.

THE GOLD STANDARD
NOW AVAILABLE IN GREEN.

Mike Kelly
Sales Representative: MN, IA, WI, ND, SD
(952) 292-1966
mike.kelly@bayercropscience.com
www.BackedbyBayer.com/Reserve

“Legislative Update” continued from page 4
by Mona Bond, Executive Director, Iowa Alliance of  Environmental Concerns

with less during the current recession, and government 
can, and must, do the same. With a signifi cant budget 
shortfall projected for the next fi scal year, it is going to 
continue to be critically important that we make the de-
partment as effi cient and effective as possible.”

See press release:
http://www.iowapolitics.com/index.iml?Article=219729

House & Senate Committee Chairs Named
The following will be key leaders for IaAEC to work with 
during session.  

Senate Standing Committees                                         
Senate Agriculture: Joe Seng- Chair 
Senate Natural Resources & Enviro: Dick Dearden, Chair
Senate Local Government: Mary Jo Wilhelm–Chair

House Standing Committees
House Agriculture: Annette Sweeney-Chair
House Environmental: Steve Olson- Chair
House Local Government: Nick Wagner - Chair          

Natural Resources Amendment Passes
Voters approved an Amendment to Iowa’s Constitution 
to dedicate 3/8 of  any future sales tax increase to natural 
resources and recreation purposes. Although an increase 
in Iowa’s sales tax is not expected when and if  that occurs 
the following is law and constitutionally protected.  

Allocations:  
• Natural Resources Account: (23% for state parks and 

lands for river improvements, outreach, etc.)
• Soil Conservation and Water Protection Account: 

(20% for soil/water protection to be used by DALS)
• Watershed Protection Account: (14% for watershed 

projects to be used by DALS and DNR)
• REAP (13%)
• Local Conservation Partnership Account: (13% for 

DNR to allocate to local groups for conservation 
projects)

• Trails Account: (10% for DOT and DNR for trail 
projects)

• Lake Restoration Account: (7% to DNR for lake 
restoration)

http://www.iowapolitics.com/index.iml?Article=219729
mailto:mike.kelly@bayercropscience.com
http://www.BackedbyBayer.com/Reserve
http://www.BackedbyBayer.com/Reserve
http://www.BackedbyBayer.com

