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Only Three Days of  Weather!
by Terry Griffith, Agrium Advanced Technologies

It always amazes me how soon things can change in a 
lawn.  In early June we experienced 3-4 days of  high 
temperatures in the 90’s.  The turf  quickly reacted to 
these stressful conditions by showing stress with discol-
ored turf  blades.  The turf  also had diseases encroach-
ing; leaf  spot, dollar spot, red thread, and aschochyta 
leaf  blight.  After the very cool, prolonged spring, the 
turf  was setup to have problems as soon as the heat 
stress came.  It only took 3-4 days of  the 90’s to make 
many of  the lawns look pretty bad.   
The lawn care customer looks at the lawn care applica-
tor and asks, “Why did my lawn turn bad?”  It is always 
a challenge to explain to the homeowner why his lawn 
is showing problems when maybe his neighbor across 
the	street	looks	fine.		 
Well,	first	thing,	if 	he	would	actually	walk	across	the	
street and look closely at that lawn, he would see many 
of  the same things going on in his.  And of  course, 
there are varietal differences in the turf, soil type 

differences, and geographical differences that can be 
the explanation for why there are problems occurring.  
I have found that if  you carry a t-handled soil probe 
with you, you can “show” your customer what type of  
soils	and	what	the	soil	profile	looks	like.		If 	you	can	be	
visual in your explanation it seems they can understand 
more easily.  
Now that we are heading into the 1st of  July, hold onto 
your hats.  I know in some parts of  southeastern Iowa, 
they have received more moisture this year to date than 
last year, which was a record moisture year.  No matter 
how you look at it, that makes managing turf  very dif-
ficult.		Finding	time	to	mow	between	rains	and	drying	
conditions, moisture loving diseases, and overly wet 
stress conditions, are problems that they are experi-
encing right now.   When it is too wet, there is not too 
much you can do but sit, watch, pray, and wait for it to 
dry out.  Hard to be patient when this is all happening.

Service excellence 

Best agronomic & economic solutions 

We will help your business grow

The Delivery. 

The Promise. 

The Performance.
© 2011 Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. DIRECT SOLUTIONS, A GAME CHANGER and designs are trademarks owned by

Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. AGRIUM ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES is a trademark owned by Agrium Inc.

Setting a new standard in service excellence and solution deliverySetting a new standard in serd in ser rvice exe exe e cxcx ellence and solution delivevev

•  Fertilizer Technologies
•  Plant Nutrition
•  Plant Protection
•  Spray Technologies
•  Water Management Solutions
•  Seed

Your one-stop supplier of the most advanced 
turf-growth solutions, including:

Jeff Kjolhede: 515-201-4718
Central Iowa

Terry Griffith: 563-260-1838
Eastern Iowa

www.aatdirectsolutions.com
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On January 14th when Governor Branstad and Lt. 
Governor	Kim	Reynolds	took	office	there	were	many	
lessons that had been learned by Iowan’s from the No-
vember elections. 
  
1.  Iowa demanded political change
2.  1,133,434 voters went to the polls with 592,494  
     voting for Branstad or a 52% majority
3.  It was all about the economy! 
  
Governor Branstad hit the ground running by appoint-
ing	his	top	department	staff,	internal	governor	office	
staff  and all of  the hundreds of  appointments to boards 
and commissions.  All of  this while putting together a 
budget and re-evaluating the next four years and what 
needed to be accomplished.
 
One of  the many things he has completed so far in-
cludes signing several executive orders that begin to set 
the stage for his tenure and goal of  creating and retain-
ing jobs for Iowan’s.  
 
Executive Order 69 – Rescinded the requirement of  
the “Project Labor Agreements” and opened the door 
for fair and open contracting for publicly funded con-
struction projects.  This should lower the cost of  such 
projects and ensure that all workers, both union and 
non-union, have a fair and equal opportunity to work on 
Public Works Projects being built in Iowa.

Governor Branstad Takes Control   
by Mona Bond

Executive Order 70 – Rescinded the Executive Order 
42 issued by Governor Thomas J. Vilsack that utilized 
a process granting the restoration of  citizenship rights 
automatically of  those convicted of  a crime upon their 
release.  Without this order all convicted offenders will 
need to reapply for their citizenship rights.  
 
Executive Order 72 – Rescinded the Iowa rule imple-
menting the federal RICE NESHAP standard for 
emergency engines because the federal RICE NES-
HAP standard for requirements for existing stationary 
diesel engines is likely to change.  He further declared 
that the regulatory burden imposed by the RICE NES-
HAP rule hurts the interests of  people of  the State of  
Iowa. 
 
Executive Order 73 - Declared that the State web por-
tal and online information technology presence should 
be improved to meet the needs of  the citizens of  Iowa. 
He directed that a Website Standardization Committee 
be created to promote the implementation of  acces-
sibility improvements in technology on the Web. The 
objective is to standardize the state executive branch IT 
system for better communications and cost savings.  

And last but not least is Executive Order 71, the order 
that	has	had	a	significant	impact	on	regulated	industries	
and will continue to have impact for many years.  
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What Exactly is Executive Order 71 and What Good 
Will It Do? 

Governor Terry Branstad, early in 2011, had listened 
to people on the campaign trail and made good on a 
promise to help businesses with burdensome regula-
tions that impede job growth. 

The purpose of  Executive Order 71 was to require 
state agencies look at the regulations placed on small 
businesses	specifically	and	identify	those	that	hurt	job	
growth and development and yet continue to protect 
the public.   

In Iowa, some of  the regulatory requirements currently 
in place are required by federal law and thus require 
Iowa to adopt and implement them to maintain state 
primacy.   Some of  the regulations in Iowa’s adminis-
trative rules go beyond the federal requirements and 
that is what the Governor is seeking to review.  
Executive Order 71 requires each state agency to follow 
the following procedures when making new rules: 
 
1.			Cost	Benefit	Analysis	-	Each	agency	must	take				 
      steps to minimize the adverse impact on jobs    
      and the development of  new employment  
      oppor tunities before proposing a rule.   
						“Cost-Benefit	Analysis”	includes	a	comparison	of 		 
						the	probable	costs	and	benefits	of 	the	proposed	 
						rule	to	the	probable	costs	and	benefits	of 	less	 
      intrusive or expensive methods that exist for  
      achieving the purpose of  the proposed rule.
 
2.   Jobs Impact Statement – Each agency shall provide   
     a jobs impact statement to the Administrative Rules  
					Coordinator	in	the	Governor’s	office	prior	to	notice	 
     of  intended action.
 
3.   Preamble to Rulemaking Notice – The jobs impact  
      statement shall be published as a part of  the  
      preamble in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin un 
      less determined otherwise by the Administrative  
      Rules Coordinator. 

4.   Public Comment Period – Each agency shall accept  
      comments from stakeholders and other interested  
      parties prior to release of  a Jobs Impact Statement
 
5.   Transparency – There shall be public notices  
      throughout the process

6.   Job Impact Statement  – The statement should give     
     particular weight to jobs in the production sectors   
     of  the economy including manufacturing and  
     agricultural.  Consideration will also be given to the  
     impact to existing and expanding businesses.  De 
     partments must identify the objective of  the pro 
					posed	rule,	applicability	and	specific	legal	authority	 
     for agency to adopt the rule and identify the cost to  
     state, local governments, public and the regulated  
     entities including regulated businesses and self-em 
     ployed individuals.
 
7.  Impact on Job Creation – The department shall  
     show whether a proposed rule would have a positive       
     or negative impact on private sector jobs and  
     employment opportunities in Iowa; and describe  
     and quantify the nature of  the impact the proposed  
     rule will have on private sector jobs and  employ- 
     ment opportunities including the categories of  jobs  
     and employment opportunities that are affected by   
     the proposed rule, the number of  jobs or potential  
     job opportunities and the regions of  the state af- 
     fected; and identify, where possible, the additional  
     costs to the employer per employee for the pro-    
     posed regulation; and include other relevant analysis  
     requested by the Administrative Rules Coordinator.
  
8.   This Order is not intended to, and does not, create     
						any	right	or	benefit,	substantive	or	procedural,	 
      enforceable at law or in equity, by any party against  
      the State of  Iowa, its Departments, Agencies, or  
						Political	Subdivisions,	or	its	officers,	employees,	or	 
       agents, or any other person. 
 
The Governor has declared that “Now is the time to 
make Iowa’s main streets truly open for business with the 
jobs we so desperately need.”   He goes on to say, I want 
to work with local governments to reduce commercial 
property taxes to less than the Midwest average. This will 
attract new businesses and jobs to Iowa—jobs for your 
communities.  We also need to improve and enhance 
Iowa’s economic development efforts. My proposal is to 
establish the Iowa Partnership for Economic Progress, a 
private-public partnership similar to the successful ef-
fort in Des Moines and other cities. We need to tout our 
state’s strengths to the country and world. Through this 
partnership, we will market Iowa’s remarkable qualities 
and create new opportunities for job creation. 
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Avectra 101 
Online Membership  

Renewal

Finally there is no need to hang on to that pesky membership 

directory that is taking up space in your desk drawer.  Iowa 

Turfgrass Institute is very excited about the new Online Member-

ship Directory. This new feature will allow you to look up people 

within the associations and contact them when you are on the go 

or	just	sitting	in	your	office.	

To access the Online Membership Directory you can go to www.

iowaturfgrass.org and click on Online Membership Directory high-

lighted in red, or go to the IPLCA homepage and click ‘Manage 

your Membership’. The links will prompt you to sign in with your 

primary	email	and	password.	Please	call	the	Turfgrass	Office	if 	

you are having problems signing in.  Once logged on, click either 

Individual Directory or Organization Directory tabs on the left 

hand side of  that page.  It will bring you to a page that will look 

similar to the picture. 

 

From	here	you	can	make	your	search	as	specific	as	you	would	

like it to be. If  you type the % symbol into any of  the available 

fields,	it	will	bring	up	everyone	in	the	directory	in	alphabetical	

order from all associations. If  you would simply like to search for 

other IPLCA Members you can click the IPLCA box and then 

click search. Another nice option is you can make the search very 

specific	to	meet	your	needs.	If 	you	know	you	are	going	to	be	trav-

eling to a certain town, you can simply type in the town name and 

search. It will then bring up Members from all the associations in 

that town. If  you would only like IPLCA members from that town 

then also click the IPLCA Box before selecting search.

The Organization Directory works the same way just with some 

of  the search options a little different. For instance, if  you still 

have your Pocket Program from conference, you can type in a 

company’s booth number into Conference Exhibitor Box. It will 

bring up information and a contact person for that company. 

Please	remember	that	a	company’s	profile	will	look	different	than	

individual	profiles.

I encourage you to go to the Online Membership Directory and 
search around a little bit. Please also check to see if  your informa-

tion is correct. If  it isn’t you can go to ‘My Information’ and then 

to [ Edit Information ]. If  you have a website that you would like 

to add please email me at sarah@iowaturfgrass.org and I will post 

it for you.  
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Using Irrigation Efficiently 
Jeff  Wendel, CGCS

The	Irrigation	Association	offers	certification	for	
contractors (CIC), Designers (CID), Landscape Water 
Managers (CLWM). Probably the most relevant cer-
tifications	offered	for	our	industry	are	the	Certified	
Landscape	Irrigation	Auditor	(CLIA)	and	Certified	
Golf  Irrigation Auditor (CGIA) categories.  

Certification	will	not	only	attest	to	your	commitment	
to	efficient	irrigation,	but	can	make	you	more	market-
able and give you an edge when competing for em-
ployment.	An	added	benefit	of 	the	Certified	Irrigation	
Auditor programs is the improvement you will make 
to your current irrigation system, as well as improve-
ments in maintenance, scheduling and distribution 
uniformity.   
As our water resources continue to be challenged, 
professionals	with	proper	training	and	certification	
will grow in value. Visit: http://www.irrigation.org/
Certification/CGIA/CGIA.aspx	for	more	informa-
tion. 

Seems like every publication I read comes with an 
article or opinion about turfgrass irrigation. Much of  
what is printed or published is either inaccurate or 
grossly slanted. However, public opinion is powerful 
and we must be careful with our irrigation systems 
and methods to avoid a serious challenge in the future.

I recently saw an article that claimed that turfgrass ir-
rigation covers for more area than any food crop. Re-
gardless of  the accuracy of  that statement, the fact is 
Turfgrass	Managers	need	to	be	the	very	most	efficient	
and meticulous of  all irrigators. Our industry needs 
to take the lead in making sure that irrigation systems 
are properly designed, installed and maintained. We 
also need to become the very best in terms of  manag-
ing water resources, programming irrigation schedules 
and understanding the inner workings of  the systems 
we utilize. 
 
One way to demonstrate your commitment to irriga-
tion	efficiency	is	to	gain	a	professional	certification.
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In the upcoming issues of  ‘On the Grow’ we will be having a ‘What Would You Do?’ insert. We will post a senario 
and you can respond with your suggestions along with an IPLCA board member. If  you would like to submit a 
response please email your response to sarah@iowaturfgrass.org  by September 1, 2011.   
 
 
 
 
Here is August scenario:
You are called on June 29th by one of  your customer to come and look at his lawn.  He had overseeded his lawn
with a Kentucky bluegrass blend 7 weeks ago and only sees a very few of  the seedlings emerging.
You	notice	there	are	cracks	in	the	soil	and	when	you	stick	your	pocket	knife	into	the	soil,	it	is	very	firm.
You use your T-handled soil probe and realize you can only push it into the soil ½” deep.  What do you do?
 
Response:  
I	would	first	find	out	more	about	his	methods.		Did	he	merely	spread	the	seed	on	top	of 	the	ground,	or	did	he	work	
the seed into the soil?  This could account for seeding failure in and of  itself.  However, many things could account 
for the failure, including the highly compacted crusty soil.  After letting the customer explain his seeding method, 
I would explain that this spring's weather was cool & wet, which caused the soil to become crusty and highly com-
pacted.  I would explain that simply spreading seed on top of  the ground is useless, and that seed needs to be 
worked into the soil, or covered up with a shallow layer of  soil, then gently packed to maximize germination.  The 
soil surface must be kept moist until seedling emergence, and after the stand has emerged, a gradual decrease of  the 
frequency of  irrigation while increasing the volume of  water applied at each irrigation is recommended.  Also, it 
usually helps to apply a starter fertilizer at the time of  seeding to maximize the amount of  phosphorus in the upper 
soil	profile,	adjacent	to	the	seedlings. 

By using Kentucky Bluegrass, the very small seed size may not have contained enough energy to allow seedling 
emergence.  The seedlings most likely ran out of  available food reserves before breaking through the soil surface, 
because the highly compacted, crusty soil required much more energy to grow through.  Tied to this is the fact that 
the prolonged cool, wet weather may have either delayed germination, or delayed seedling growth, further extending 
the time the seedlings took to emerge, thereby causing additional seedling mortality.  

Part of  the problem also could have been that the customer failed to keep the soil surface moist 24 - 7, and the soil 
dried out and crusted, which inhibited seedling emergence. 

I would encourage the customer to wait until late August to try again, due to the hot, stressful weather now setting 
in.		I	would	then	explain	the	method	I	would	recommend,	including	first	double	aeration	to	reduce	compaction,	fol-
lowed by slit seeding in two or three directions.  If  it was a customer of  mine in southwest Ia, I would recommend 
using turf  type fescue due to our experience the last several years.  In this part of  the state, it seems to out-compete 
bluegrass	in	most	all	situations.		I	would	finally	recommend	that	he	hire	our	company	to	do	the	seeding,	to	insure	
the job gets done correctly.  I would point out his time and money spent already (with poor results), and stress that 
we	only	use	certified	blue	tag	seed,	which	will	provide	a	quality	turf 	free	of 	noxious	weeds.

 
- John Hollen, All American Turf Beauty

What Would You Do?
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IPLCA Membership 

 renewals are due now!  
 

Please send your invoice back to the 
Turfgrass	Office	today	or		 

renew online!
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M09453B
Size: 3.75" x 2.5"

A sales tax permit is required for each Iowa business location making taxable sales.  When a business changes 
locations, it is important that permit holders update their sales tax permit information with the Iowa Department 
of Revenue (IDR).
 
 When a business moves to a new location in the same county, a new permit is not needed.  In this situation, the 
business should do the following:  
•    Provide IDR with the new location address by completing the online Business Change Form.
 
When a business moves to a different county, the owner must cancel the current permit and apply for a new one.  
In this case, the following steps must be taken:
•    Cancel the existing permit using the online Business Change Form.
•    Apply for a new permit at the new location by completing the online Business Tax Registration.
 
Why is it necessary to obtain a new permit when a business moves to a different county? It is important that 
IDR be able to tie sales to the county in which they are made.  We do this in part by assigning specific sales tax 
permit numbers that include unique county codes.  
•   Having a permit with the correct county code helps ensure that local option sales tax (LOST) and school  
     infrastructure monies are credited to the appropriate county.  LOST money and school infrastructure money  
     is distributed to the county in which the applicable sales are made.  If your permit has the wrong county  
     code, the LOST and school infrastructure money could be credited to the wrong county.
•    Having a permit with the correct county code helps ensure that data provided by IDR is accurate.  Local  
      governments, chambers of commerce, economic development authorities, and businesses use information    
      produced by IDR for statistical reports they need for their planning and promotional activities.  They also  
      use the information for statistical reports and disclosure documents they need in order to issue municipal  
      bonds and other debt instruments. Finally, Iowa’s Legislature also uses information provided by IDR to help  
      analyze the financial impact of proposed legislation.
 
Having a sales tax permit that reflects your current address is a sound business practice that helps your commu-
nity! If you have questions:
 
•    Call:  515-281-3114 or 1-800-367-3388 (Iowa, Omaha, Rock Island, Moline)
•    E-mail:  idr@iowa.gov

Sales Tax Permit - What if  a Business Changes Location? 
Iowa Department of  Revenue
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Another Round with Asocohyta Lawn Disease
Dave Minner, PhD, ISU Extension Turfgrass Specialist 
Erika Saalau, ISU Plant Diagnostic Clinic

For the second year in a row Ascochyta has hit lawns, ath-
letic	fields,	and	golf 	course	turf.		Ascochyta	leaf 	blight	is	a	
grass fungus that causes a rapid straw to bleached appear-
ance of  the leaves primarily on Kentucky bluegrass and to 
a lesser extent on perennial ryegrass and tall fescue. The 
damaged	lawns	started	showing	up	around	the	first	of 	
June and out breaks have been occurring all summer long.  
Some of  the more severely damaged areas may require 3 
or 4 weeks of  good growing conditions to fully recover.   
The damaged areas seem to occur very quickly; one day 
the	grass	appears	fine	and	the	next	there	is	bleached	tan	
grass everywhere and most noticeably where the mower 
tires track.  In fact, to those unfamiliar with this problem 
they think that someone has damaged the lawn with a 
pesticide or fertilizer application.  The Ascochyta related 
problems I am seeing have nothing to do with product 
applications.  The fungus likes to grow during wet condi-
tions favored by lots of  rain or over irrigation.  Infectious 
spores are everywhere throughout the lawn and with a 
sudden increase in hot temperatures they rapidly infect 
the stressed grass.  Tire tracks show up because the tires 
spread the spores and also cause just enough abrasion 
stress for the fungus to enter the plant tissue.  Look for 
bleached leaf  tips that are collapsed.  It looks devastating 
because the top part of  the plant is severely damaged but 
the crowns and lower stems are seldom killed.  The at-
tacks are so haphazard that it is impossible to give a good 
recommendation as to when to avoid mowing but in gen-
eral raising the mowing height and mowing less frequently 
will reduce your chance of  experiencing a mowing track 
incidence.  It is interesting to note that Ascochyta blight 
in home lawns only occurs in full sun areas and it stops 
where the shaded lawn has less heat stress.   

The	damage	at	first	appears	very	dramatic	but	the	good	
news is to simply be patient because most of  the damage 
is on the leaves while the crowns and roots of  the plant 
are not damaged.  As the plants continue to grow and 
after about three normal mowings the damaged leaf  tips 
will be removed and the lawn will return to normal.
Normally we don’t recommend a preventative fungicide 
because it occurs too haphazardly and a curative fungicide 
doesn’t help after the leaf  tissue is blighted.  However, if  
you have experienced this in the same lawns and athletic 
fields	for	two	years	in	a	row	you	may	want	to	consider	a	

single preventative application of  a fungicide next year 
from mid May to mid June.    

Areas that have been severely injured can be recovered 
by	dethatching,	hollow	tine	aerification,	and	reseeding	in	
late August or September.  

Here are some of  the Ascochyta injured lawns that we 
have observed in Iowa during the summer of  2011.  

Ascochyta in mower streaks on athletic field in Iowa 
City, IA.  Picture taken 7/15/11.

Obvious tire tracks from mower associated with Asco-
chyta in Ankeny, IA.  Picture taken 5/20/11.
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Close up of  Ascochyta symptoms on 
Kentucky bluegrass.  Note the bleached 
leaf  tips and banding of  leaf  blades.  
These symptoms are different from 
dollar spot that has leaf  lesions with 
bleached centers and brown boarders.

Picture in Ames, IA showing wheel and deck 
tracks associated with Ascochyta.  Picture 

taken 6/16/11.

Ascochyta can also injure lawns without leav-
ing the mowing tracks.  Picture taken in Ames, 

IA 6/16/11.

Wheel track lawn injury from Ascochyta but notice that the 
tracks are not present in the shaded areas where the grass 
has less heat stress.  The Ascochyta spores may be present 
everywhere but it usually requires a period of sudden heat 
or drought before symptoms appear.  Picture taken 6/17/11 

Ames, IA.



August 2011    Iowa Professional Lawn Care Association 12

More Ascochyta wheel tracks.

More Ascochyta symptoms from Parkersburg, IA.  
 Picture taken 6/18/11.

Low maintenance (no fertilizer and 
no irrigation) Kentucky bluegrass 
along roadside showing mower 
tracks with Ascochyta injury.  Even 
though high nitrogen can cause 
lush growth that increases infec-
tion, in this case turf was injured 
in a low nitrogen situation.  Picture 
taken 6/17/2011.
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More Ascochyta mower tracks from Parkersburg, IA

Ascochyta injury without mower 
tracks in Ames, IA.  Picture taken 

6/22/11

Darker green lawn (bottom) with higher nitrogen fertility shows more Ascochyta injury than lower fertility lawn 
(top).  Nitrogen applied at 2 to 4 lbs N/1000sqft/yr is suggested to maintain healthy lawn growth.  Picture taken 
6/17/2011.
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Pace Supply 
TURF & LANDSCAPE 

1-800-396-7917
www.pacesupplyia.com 

pacesupply@southslope.net

Your one source for Turf, Landscape, & Sports Field Products 

Special early order pricing in 
effect through September 30th. 

Pallet and truckload pricing 
available.

Iowa Turfgrass Field Day Review
Andrew Hoiberg, Iowa State University

Iowa Turfgrass Field Day has returned!  All of  us asso-
ciated with this event are thrilled to have it back and we 
know	the	turf 	industry	is	as	well.		Below	you	will	find	
a recap of  the 2011 Field Day program and some take 
home messages from the research and demonstrations 
that were highlighted at this year’s event.  We would 
like to thank everyone who pitched in to help, all the 
speakers, the vendors, and most of  all, the attendees.  
Without a great industry like we have in Iowa, none of  
this would be possible. 

This year, we decided that it would be best have color 
coded groups with repeated talks so people could fol-
low one track or switch between them to make sure 
they were able to attend all the talks they were inter-
ested in.  The ‘Red’ group was for Pesticide Applicator 
Training, the ‘Blue’ group focused on fertilizers, her-
bicides, and the NCR bentgrass trial, while the ‘White’ 
group’s talks included summer seeding methods, 
updates on moss and algae control on putting greens, 

apps for turf  managers and GPS spraying.
operation. 
 
As is the tradition with Field Day, Pesticide Applicator 
Training (PAT) was on the bill for this year.  The PAT  
kicked off  with a discussion about drift and non target 
effects of  herbicides, followed by pesticide stewardship, 
right of  way by Dr. Bob Hartzler, and lastly, a visual 
demonstration showing phytotoxicity with Dr. Minner.  
Dr. Minner and myself  set up a small demonstration 
trial	with	1x,	2x,	and	3x	of 	five	popular	herbicides	to	
show what can happen if  you aren’t careful with boom 
overlap.  In most cases, phytotoxicity was not an issue, 
which helps hide user error, but does not free the user 
from their job of  proper preparation and equipment.  
 
Following are highlights from the ‘Blue’ group: 

NCR Bentgrass:  Dr. Christians showed us the NCR 
Bentgrass variety trial that aims to maintain bentgrass 
with limited fungicide inputs and to test different vari-
eties’ natural resistance to disease pressure, namely dol-
lar spot and brown patch.  This trial is still underway; so 
far, the variety “Declaration” is the variety that others 
are measured against for natural disease resistance.  

Natural Fertilizers:  Quincy Law, a recent graduate 
of 	the	ISU	turf 	program,	filled	us	in	on	his	Ajinomoto	
natural fertilizer study.  The objective of  this study 
was to determine the effect of  natural fertilizers upon 
growth and shoot density of  "Penncross" creeping 
bentgrass.  Previous work with an amino acid contain-
ing product, GreenNcrease, had resulted in higher 
shoot densities when applied to mature turf.  Treatment 
applications of  three natural products at varying rates, 
along with urea, were made every two weeks to fairway 
height turf  (0.5 inches).  Color, dry clipping weight, 
dollar spot ratings, total nitrogen analysis of  clipping 
tissue, and shoot densities were all recorded monthly. 
  
Plots receiving applications of  GreenNcrease, an Ajino-
moto	product,	had	significantly	higher	shoot	densities.		
GreenNcrease applied as a biostimulant along with a 
regular fertility regime may increase shoot density.  An 
increased shoot density provides for a more competi

Continued on Page 16
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This year participants were welcomed by the Iowa State Logo painted on research area. Painted by Quincy Law and 
Andrew Hoiberg

Listening to Dr. Christians update on  
Imprellis while the rain passes

Continued on Page 16

Joe	Pfiffner,	CGCS,	Todd	Loecke,	and	Greg	Harkin,	CGCS
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tive turf  stand and better playing surface.  The trial 
completed in 2010 is being repeated on the same plots 
to investigate the effect of  these products when used 
over time. 
 
Imprelis Update: 	As	rain	dampened	the	first	hour	or	
so	of 	field	day,	we	packed	as	many	as	possible	inside	
the turf  shop and had Dr. Christians give us an update 
on Impreslis. As many of  you know, there has been 
recent backlash against Imprelis as it is suspected of  
causing damage to White Pine and Norway Spruce.  
We have no solid evidence of  anything yet, but there 
are certainly enough reports of  damage to warrant 
cessation of  Imprelis treatments where nearby trees 
could be damaged.  It appears as though the herbicide 
is washing into the soil and being absorbed by mature 
root systems that extend well beyond the traditional 
drip line cutoff  for spraying.  If  you have any problems 
with Imprelis, please contact DuPont, but we must be 
patient, this problem will not solve itself  overnight and 
DuPont will be inundated with incident reports for the 
near	future	at	the	very	least.		We	are	confident	that	the	
problems will be sorted out and DuPont will make up 
for any problems Imprelis may have caused you.  Stay 
tuned for updates.
 
Nitrogen based establishment:  This trial is attempt-
ing to answer whether or not we can use increased 
rates of  nitrogen during establishment of  both Ken-
tucky bluegrass and perennial ryegrass to speed up the 
production of  aboveground plant mass to improve the 
wear	tolerance	during	traffic	stress.		So	far,	we	have	
been able to detect differences in nitrogen rates as far 
as	fill	in	and	plant	maturity,	especially	when	compared	
to the untreated controls.  This trial is still fairly young 
and	traffic	has	only	recently	started,	but	from	what	
we have seen thus far, it looks like applying 0.25 lbs 
N/1000 ft2 per week for 8 weeks of  establishment for 
a total of  2 lbs of  N produced the most aesthetically 
pleasing perennial ryegrass with regard to color and 
density.  Incremental increases beyond 0.25 lb N per 
week caused ryegrass to grow excessively, which could 
potentially increase mowing requirements.  We will con-
tinue to monitor how the different nitrogen rates react 
to	traffic	stress	to	see	if 	we	can	confirm	or	contrast	
the adage that increased nitrogen results in a less wear 
tolerant turf. 
 
For Kentucky bluegrass, more nitrogen is necessary to  

achieve	a	dense	stand	that	can	withstand	traffic.		We	
have also had to use 4 applications of  Tenacity herbi-
cide at 4 oz/A spread throughout the spring and sum-
mer to keep weeds at bay and give the KBG a chance 
to	establish	enough	for	cleated	traffic.		It	appears	that	
at least 0.5 lbs N/1000 ft2 per week for 8 weeks during 
establishment is necessary to achieve maximum den-
sity.  However, as we continue to collect data on this 
study,	we	may	find	out	that	rates	of 	0.75	or	even	1.0	lbs	
N/1000 ft2 per week are best for rapidly establishing 
KBG. 

Next are some of  the highlights from the ‘White’ 
group: 

Summer seeding:  During this talk, some of  the ideas 
about seeding rates and timing were discussed to give 
turf  managers more tools when deciding when to seed, 
for what purpose, and how much to seed during differ-
ent times.  The philosophy and science behind tradi-
tional seeding rates and higher than normal rates were 
discussed and a demonstration was in place to show 
what different seeding rates look like as well as ways to 
determine how much seed you are putting out without 
properly calibrated equipment.  Lastly, we discussed 
how higher than normal seeding rates can reduce herbi-
cide inputs by outcompeting weeds.   

If  you ever need to determine how much seed you have 
put out, there is a simple rule you can follow.  If  you 
are sticking to normal seeding rates (1.5 lbs/1000 ft2 
for KBG; 8 lbs/1000 ft2 for PR and TF), you can al-
ways pick out a 1 square inch area and could how many 
seeds you see.  You should count somewhere around 
16 seeds in a square inch for either of  the seeding rates 
listed above. 

Higher than normal seeding rates are necessary when 
we	introduce	cleated	traffic	to	a	turf 	stand.		We	don’t	
hesitate to recommend turf  managers putting out an 
initial rate of  at least 20 lbs/1000 ft2 when starting 
from bare ground to get as much wear tolerant bio-
mass	established	as	possible	before	traffic	starts.		This	
method of  seeding at higher rates can also result in an 
essentially weed free stand of  grass, especially with a 
quickly establishing grass like perennial ryegrass. 

Moss & Algae control:  Dr. Minner gave a good over-
view of  the different types of  moss and algae that can 

Iowa Turfgrass Field Day Continued
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inhabit bentgrass putting greens, or anywhere condi-
tions are right for their growth and development (wet, 
low mowing height, high N).  He also showed prelimi-
nary results of  a study that uses different methods and 
chemicals to control silvery thread moss on greens.  
Two products, MossBuster (oregano oil as an active 
ingredient), and QuickSilver herbicide (carfentrazone), 
which has labeled rates and instructions for silvery 
thread moss control, are being evaluated both in com-
bination with each other and on their own at different 
rates to determine the most effective control of  silvery 
thread moss.  The main problem with the MossBuster 
product is that it can have an extremely phytotoxic ef-
fect on bentgrass, however, it is extremely effective in 
killing silvery thread moss.  Conversely, QuickSilver is 
effective,	but	not	as	effective	as	MossBuster	at	finishing	
off  moss populations.  So far, a low rate of  MossBuster 
combined with a low rate of  QuickSilver, applied fre-
quently (1 week apart), has shown the least phytotoxic-
ity and the moss control is on par with higher rates of  
each product in combination or on its own.   This study 
is still relatively new and we will continue to monitor 
the effects of  each treatment. 

Apps for turf  managers:  Dr. Marcus Jones has been 
watching the turfgrass technology front very closely 
over the past few years and was able to give attendees 
a short discussion on a relatively new ‘App’ for newer 
smart phones.  iStimp is an app that claims to act as a 
stimp meter on golf  greens.  Essentially, you set the ball 
in the small divot of  the ‘home’ button on the iPhone, 
set it on the ground, and lift up until the ball starts to 
roll.  Once the ball has rolled its distance, you use a 
built in ruler to measure the distance.  The phone then 
calculates what the reading would be on a regular stimp 
meter.  Dr. Jones is working on a research project that 
will test the effectiveness of  this app when compared 

to the traditional stimp meter.  Keep tuned to the iaT-
URF blog for updates on this project.  
 
GPS spraying:   GPS based technology has been 
around	the	agriculture	field	for	a	few	years	now	and	it’s	
slowly starting to creep its way in to the turf  industry.  
We were fortunate to have a few of  the current models 
on	the	market	present	at	field	day	this	year.		We	also	
saw a demonstration of  how the technology works; 
the sprayer can minimize drift, minimize overlap, steer 
itself, calculate exact rates of  application, and many 
other things.  It’s truly an amazing technology and it 
probably won’t be long before everyone has some sort 
of  experience with one of  these machines.

After a morning of  great talks, we all retired to the 
registration tent for a delicious Hickory Park catered 
lunch.  It is always great to see the camaraderie between 
turfies,	and	it	was	very	evident	from	the	impromptu	
groups of  them sitting around the tent enjoying lunch 
and sharing stories with one another.

After lunch, Drs. Minner, Christians, Lewis, and Jones 
led a guided tour of  turf  diseases, insects, and weeds 
that seemed to be enjoyed by all.  Some of  the high-
lighted pests this year were: bluegrass billbug, Japanese 
beetle, summer patch, dollar spot, brown patch, all 
the summer annual weeds, and chemical burn.  Lots 
of  great questions came in and the tour seemed to be 
informative and hands on for all who attended.
If  anyone has any questions, comments, or concerns 
about Field Day 2011, please feel free to contact me, 
Andrew Hoiberg (android@iastate.edu) or any of  the 
other	speakers.		This	truly	was	one	of 	the	best	field	
days I’ve been a part of  and we owe it to a great turf-
grass industry in Iowa.  Thanks to the vendors and 
attendees for a wonderful day!  We’ll see you next year!
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